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HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 


GEORGE F, BAKER FOUNDATION. 


Sotpiers Firetp 


Boston, MassacHusETTs 


April 22, 1942 


Mr. Martin Walter, Jr. 
New Bedford Cordage Company 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 


Dear Mr. Walter: 


Mr. Percy Straus has forwarded to me your inquiry of April 15, 
about the ship, Emily Morgan. I made a rather extensive investigation of 
the ship's history in connection with a history of R. H. Macy and Company 
which I am preparing for publication. As a result I may be able to give 
you the information you desire. 


The Emily Morgan was built in Portland, Maine, in 1833, for 
Charles W. Morgan of New Bedford. She sailed from New Bedford on whaling 
expeditions in the Arctic nine times during the next 35 years. As you 
perhaps know, she was among those caught in the Arctic ocean by an early 
freeze in the fall of 1871. 


I have never seen a4 log of the Emily Morgan but there is a 
considerable amount of information about her to be found in New Bedford. 
At the Customs House you will find crew lists, and various other official 
papers showing her departures and arrivals, her cargoes, dimensions, etc. 
It was from official papers that we obtained the data required for the 
construction of the scale model which is on exhibition at Macy’s today. 


There is a young chap named William M. Emery, of Fairhaven, 
who is doing some sort of study of the Emily Morgan at the mwesent time,. 
and I have no doubt that you and he would find it mutually profitable to 
exchange information. Another person who can tell you a great deal about 
’ the Emily Morgan is Charles H. Tripp, of the Whaling Museun. Lastly, you 
might be able to obtain some additional facts from Mr. Edouard A. Stackpole, 
of Nantucket Island, although I think I have passed on to Mr. Emery most 
of the information that Mr. Stackpole gathered. 


My own interest in the Emily Morgan was confined largely to the 
voyage made in 1837-41, for it was on that occasicn that Rowland H. Macy 


sailed as a member of the crew. 


Macy never owned any part of the Emily Morgan 


Mr. Martin Walter, Jr. -2- April 22, 1942 


and apart from that one whaling expedition, begun when he was a lad of 
15, he never went to sea again except as a passenger, so that the title 
"Captain" which posterity has given him is solely a matter of courtesy. 


You speak of having a log covering a voyage made in the 1840's, 
If I recall correctly, the phaiing Museum has logs for the ship's first 
voyage and for a number of “those made after 1841, but all attempts to dis- 
cover the one for a voyage of 1837-41 have thus far failed. If you should 
happen to know the whereabouts of that particular » 1 should be 
grateful indeed for the information. 
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